NHIN LAl CUOC KHOI NGHIA LANG LINH - BAY THUA

Bui Thuy Dao Nguyén

(Nhan ky niém 135 nam ngay méat ctia Quan co Tran Vin Thanh)

Tran Van Thanh (? -1873)(1) con dwoc goi la Tran Van Thanh (khi dwgc thang Chanh quan co,
6ng con duwgc goi la Quan Co Thanh hoac dwoc tin do giao phai Blru son ky hwong goi ton la
Blc CO Quan), Ia mét 1anh tu phong trao khang Phap & “Bay Thwa - Lang Linh” vao cudi the ky
19 tai An Giang thuéc Nam B, Viét Nam.

| - Tiéu st

Tran Van Thanh nguwoi 4p Binh Phi (Con nhd), xa Binh Thanh Béng, huyén Pha Tan, tinh An
Giang.
Vg 6ng tén Nguyén Thi Thanh, ngw®i xa My Thanh Tay, huyén Chau Phu, An Giang.(2)
Nam 1840, khoang ngoai 20 tudi, 6ng gia nhap quan ngii gitra luc N&c Ong Bén, em vua Cao
Mién, kh&i quan chong lai cudc bao hé cua Viét Nam.
Nh& cé stre khde, gidi vo nghé, kha thong thao chir nghia, nén dwgc lam suat ‘d©i, chi huy
khoang 50 linh, ttrng dong quan & Chan Lap (Campuchia). Sau khi lap dwgc nhiéu cong lao,
ong dwoc thang Chanh quan co (1945), chi huy khodng 500 quan, déng quan & Chau Dbc, dé
gin gilr bién gi¢i phia Tay Nam.
Nam 1846, Nac Ong Doén qui phuc Viét Nam, 6ng Thanh duoc vé nhan dwdng tai qué nha.
Nam 1862, Phap Ién chiém ba tinh mién Déng Nam B, Tran Van Thanh nhanh chéng hwéng
rng l&i kéu goi chong giac cua trieu dinh.
Ngay 22 thang 6 nam 1867, mot doan tau chién Phap do trung ta hai quan Galey cam dau, dén
huy hiép thanh Chau Boc, khién tong déc Phan Khac Than phai dau hang.
Ngay 30 thang 8 ndm 1967, Phan Thanh Gian tuan tiét tai Vinh Long, sau tinh Nam Ky méat hét
vao tay Phap.
Brng trwdc tinh thé nguy khén do, ong kéo toan b quan linh thugc quyén minh vé Lang Linh -
Bay Thwa, gap rut xay dwng can c chong lai thwc dan.
Cudc khéi nghta kéo dai sudt 6 nam, gay cho déi phuong nhiéu tén that. Dau nam 1873, Phap
cho nguoi mang thw d{an chiéu hang, nhwng 6ng cuwong quyét tr choi, quyét tdm chong lai doi
phwong cho dén khi mat (ngay 21 thang 3 nam 1873).

Il - Mat khu Lang Linh - Bay Thwa
Thoi béy gio, Lénh’Linh - Bay Thwa la mét canh déng triing ph’én réng bao la, khédng c6 kénh,
rach I&6n ra yéo, su6t nam chi gieo gat mot mua lda sa. Phia Bac giap vung bién gi®i nui Sam,
Tay dwa That Son, Bong cap sdng Hau giang, Nam giap nui Ba Thé va Long Xuyén.
O d6, hang nam vao nhikng thang nwéc 1én (con goi la “mua nwéc ndi” tir khoang thang 7 cho
den gitka thang 10 @m lich), Ia mot bien nwéc ménh mong (vi thé co tén goi Lanh Linh). Lang
Linh tiép giap v&i mot canh dong twong ty cé tén la Bay Thwa (vi noi ay moc kha nhieu cay bay

1|Trang



thwa. Giébng cay nay gi& day da dan mat béng, ngay tai dinh Son Trung chi con 3 bui cay non
nho nhoi).

Ca hai canh dong vao mua kho, nwéc khong can han ma bién thanh nhiing ao dia, mwong
rach, nhirng dam lay v6 so dia vat va cung lau say, co6 dai thi nhau chen chuc, tram lap...Tat ca
tao nén nhirng dia thé that hiém tré.

Nha Van Son Nam viét vé Tran Van Thanh va mat khu nay nhw sau:

“Tran Van Thanh tirng tam gia nhitng tran chéng quan xam lwoc Xiém, d&i Thiéu Tri. Qua doi
Tw DPre, thay sw ap blre clia vua quan, 6ng tré thanh tin dé ctia Doan Minh Huyén, bay lau néi
danh v&i tai tri bénh, cai cach Phat gido, bd nhirng nghi thirc rwérm ra, nhdm huy déng néng
dan chdng lai phong kién..."

O nhirng doan khac:

-"V&i chi I&n khéng chat bi quan yém thé, 6ng rut lui vé Lang Linh dé xay dwng mat khu. T
nam 1871 dén dau nam 1873, mat khu lan héi thanh hinh... Nghia quan gém quan si cuu trao,
thém kha déng ngudi yéu nuéc tir cac tinh mién Tién Giang. Va Khi cdn clr phat trién, hwong
chtrc hoi té dia phwong cling ngadm gitp nghia quan.”

-"Do tham bao cao: “da c6 chién hao va don Ity nhé nham an nglr mot don I6n, phong tuyén 1a
nhirng bao gao, bao mudi chdng chat ké cay to, thém [0 duc sung dan véi gang, sat tir bén
ngoai dwa vao”.

- "Ong phong chirc cai ddi cho nghia quan. Mat khu nay xwng danh hiéu la “ Thién son Trung
tw”, kiéu chua chién; quan doi thi lay tén Gia Nghi co' hoac Giang Nghi co, khién ta lién twéng
dén nhirtng ddn dién té chirc thdi Nguyén Tri Phwong, ving bién gi¢i. Con goi 1a dinh Son
Trung hay Son Trung doanh."

Nha st hoc Pham Van Son cho biét théem:

“S6 quan cla 6ng Thanh theo t& trinh ctia Phap vao ndm 1870 cé khoang 1200 quan (Sau khi
can quét “Hwng Trung doanh”, chu tinh Long Xuyén Emile Puech wéc lvong sb nghia quéan chi
chirng 400 dén 500 nguoi), da sb la tin d6 theo gido phai "Blru Son ky hwong". Xin nh&c réng
DPlrc "Phat thay Tay An" (Poan Minh Huyén) Iap ra dao phai nay va ho Tran la mét cao dé...
DPrc Phat thay mat di thi ho Tran ké tiép viéc hwong khoi, ho Tran ra khang chién, tat nhién
phai st dung dén luc lwong nay’(Viét st tan bién", Sai Gon, 1962, tr.211)

Il - Tran dén Son Trung
3.1 - Phap chuan bij lwc lwong

Nam 1868, cudc khai nghia Nguyén Trung Truc bi dep tan, 6ng tré thanh nhan vat bi Phap truy
na gat gao, treo giai thwéng.

Nam 1871, mét cong s clia Phap la Tran Ba Loc thi hanh quan vao mat khu, nhung chang
thau duwoc ket qua do sinh lay, bon phia lau sdy mu mit, thinh thoang bi phuc kich.

Nha van Son Nam ké:

“Thang 2 nam 1872, Phap bat dwoc mét nghia quan di mo linh & Long Xuyén. Va nho cai tbng
Mun theo sat nhitng nguoi dat lop, giang cau phia ngon Mac Can Dung (nay la Binh Hoa, Chau
Thanh, An Giang), nén dén gan mat khu. Han hoang haét khi thay nghia quan tich cwc cing co
cbng su, 16 duc sung dang hoat dong ngay dém..."

"Chu tinh Long Xuyén tén Emile Puech xin chi vién thém 40 linh Ma ta (Ngwoi Ma Lai (Malais)
goi ngudi linh canh sat la "matamata”. Do d6 dé ra danh tr "mé ta" (Vwong Hong Sén, "Saigon
nam xwa", NXB Xuan Thu, 1968, tr. 229)) tv Can Tho deé tang cwdng cho 60 Ma ta dwéi tay
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han, ddng thoi théng bao chil tinh Chau Péc, tly kha nang ma hiép ddng. Phé quan Hiém truéc
kia trng & hang ngl cta Tran Van Thanh réi dau hang, dwoc cdm dau toan linh nhé. Canh
quan manh nhét do phd Tran Ba Tuwéng (em rudt Tran Ba Loc) chi huy...Vién chi tinh Emile
Puech la chi huy trwdng, dai Gy Guyon lam tro ly.( Son Nam, Lich st An Giang, NXB Téng hop
An Giang, 1988, tr.68-71)

3.2 - Tran chién déu cubi cung

Ngay 19 thang 3 nam 1873, tau chién Phap dau tai vam rach M&c Can Dwng, rdi cho quan linh
dung xudng nhd, tuyét dbi im 1ang, tién vao ngon rach.

M6t hai ngay sau, biét dwoc dm phu’crng sap tan cong, tiéng tréng, tiéng kéng clia nghia quan
bat dau khua va lién tuc vang rén..

Nha van Son Nam viét:

“Tuy biét dang bi bao vay t&r phia va ngwoi Phap cd vo khi hiru hiéu, nhwng nghia quan va Tran
Van Thanh van binh tinh, cwong quyéet doi pho. Birng sau phong tuyen thach thirc bon Phap.
Ong duing loa chii ria tham té, roi day vé phia nghia quan dé dong vién tinh than."

"Dén phut quyét liét, 6ng mac 4o mau dé sam (mau tdm tran diéu ma gido phai dang tho
phu’o’?ng)vé cat ting lon téc cta minh phan phat cho nghia quan (mét kiéu giong nhw phu phep,
cot dé thudc ha Ién tinh than).”(theo sach da dan)

Pham Van Son ghi chuyén:

"D4u thang hai 1973, Phap xua quén vao pha dén H& & Cai Dau, uy hiép duwong giong Nghé roi
kéo dan vao rieng. Ho na dai bac 1én phia tredc va bét dan chung don dwong sau. Quan Bay
Thwa tuy tinh than rat cao, nhung chéng gitr khong nbi. Qua 5 ngay chién d4u, quan Bay Thua
lui dan. Phap khong dam tién mau vi ngét nang va so dia. Ngay 20 thang 2, quan Phap twr
Chau Béc danh vao don Cai Mén, sung quan Viét ban khéng duoc xa, phat nd phat khéng nén
chang bao 1au Phap quan tran vao dwoc."

"Cung ngay 4y tlr phia Vinh Thanh, c& Phap tién vao dudi quan Viét t&i ngon rach Hang Tra la
noi Tran Van Thanh chi huy chién cuéc. Con the tw cta 6ng Thanh la Tran Van Chai lam tién
phong, de <joc Van trc doi \{an gilr hau tap~ Dep gan toi thi Chai bi thu’dqg & dui.( Sau khi bi
thwong, Tran Van Chai bi bat va sau do tuan tiét trong nha nguc Chau Boc, bo lai nguoi yéu
vira m@&i hra hén, nam ay Chai méi 18 tudi), Van t& tran...

Xong tran, Phap thu hét cac sung nang, nhe; hiy hét ca 1o duc dan duoc, roi ndi Itra dbt hét
doanh trai cia nghia quan 3 ngay méi tat...”(Viét st tan bién, sach da dan)

Sau tran danh, chd tinh Emile Puech nhén xét:

“Cai tong Ly Mun va Tran Ba Twong, tirng tham gia danh nhiéu lan, nhung trong tran nay, qua
la mat tinh than. Ho gan ly khi bj bao vay, hirng chiu hoéa Iwc manh, chirng té uy tin Tran Van
Thanh kha I&n”(Son Nam, sach da dan)

3.3 - Hy sinh

Nguyén Quang Théng va Nguy&n Ba Thé cho biét:

"Sau khi “Ban doanh Hwng Trung bj tan pha, thét bai ndng, 6ng Thanh rut lui vao chién khu va
mat ngay 21 thang 2 am lich nam 1873"(Tw dién nhan vat lich sir Viét Nam", NXB KHXH, Ha
Noi, 1992.)

C6 ngudi lai cho rang:

"Ngay 20 thang 3 nam 1873 (21 thang 2 am lich), quan Phap tn cong vao dén Hung Trung la
tbng hanh dinh ctia nghia quan do Tran Van Thanh chi huy. Ong va cac nghia quan ctia minh
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da xa than chién dau, nhung chi cam cy dwoc dén téi thi that thi. Giac Phap khong tim dwoc
thi thé 6ng, nhwng c6 1é 6ng da hi sinh trong tran chién nay. "
Nha van Son Nam khéng néi Tran Van Thanh chét Iic nao, ly do gi; 6ng chi cho biét:
Phap “dem xac Tran Van Thanh chung bay tai che' Cai Dau (Chau Phu, Chau Dég), thém xac
cua doi Van (Phap ghi la Vang) aé nham ngan chan nhitng tin don that thiét cho rang 6ng con
song, di lanh mat va tiép tuc khang chiéen.(4)

IV - Nhan xét
Nhan xét vé con nguoi Tran Van Thanh, ddi phwong viét:
“Voéc to Ion, manh kho, gwong mat nghiém nghi, nhin thay la phai kinh trong va nguong mo,
Ong hang hoat dong, rat thdng minh. Ong lap ra mét dao goi la dao Lanh. Trong hau hét cac
tinh & dat Gia p!nh?deu c6 tin dd. Tin dd t& cac noi vi tdn kinh 6ng nén t&i mat khu, mang theo
nao lua gao, sat (de rén khi gi®i)...”
Dé cap cudc khéi nghia Bay Thwa, nhiéu st gia déu danh gia cao, vi:
-Viéc tb chirc kha khoa hoc, v&i cong sw, kho lvong thue; dac biét la duc sung dng tai chd, tuy
sung hay con thd so, kiéu “6ng 16i”."

-Biét dung hinh thirc tén gido dé qui tu quan chung va che mét thuc dan."

-Tran Vén Thanh thay r6 trong lai dan toc & hanh dong cy thé 1a phai chdng ngoai xam, khéng

thé ngdi khoanh tay chd nai Cam nut ra “ bat chien tw nhién thanh”. Thai d6 cua éng va nghia

quan la “chién d4u khéng thda hiép”.(Son Nam , sach da dan).
V - Di tich chinh

5.1 - Blru Hwong tw

Btru Huwong ty tiec chia Lang Linh, hay goi tat 14 chua Lang, thudéc xa Thach My Tay, huyén
Chau Phu, nam gitra dong lua Lang linh, bén bd kénh xang Vinh Tre (kénh Tri Ton), cach thanh
pho Long Xuyén khoang 50 km.

Bén the do 6ng Tran Van Nhu, con trai tredng clia 6ng Tran Van Thanh dirng ra xay dwng vao
nam 1897 dé twdng nh& cha va cac nghia quan khac.

Bia twdng niém tai Blru Hwng tw ghi:

“Vao ngay 21-22 thang 2 am lich nam 1913, trong Iuc tin dd cung nhan dan dang lam & twéng
niém lanh tu thi quan Phap dén bat giam 83 nguwoi. Sau khi kéu an, 76 nguwoi bi 2 nam tu giam
& Chau Boc, 7 ngwoi bi 3 nam tu giam ngoai Cén Bao.”

Hang nam, vao cac ngay 20, 21, 22, thang 2 am lich (ky niém ngay 6ng Tran Van Thanh hy
sinh) va ngay 5 thang 5 am lich (ngay ba Tran Van Thanh mat) la nhan dan tu hoi vé day rat
déng dé twdng nhé va 6n lai moét thoi chién dau oanh liét va gian kho cua thué nao.

Bru Hwong tw dwoc xép hang di tich Lich st - Van héa vao ngay 6 thang 12 ndm 1989
5.2 - Dinh Son Trung

Tir L6 té Binh Hoa di Tri Ton, qua cau sat "chg Cau s6 5", ré phai di khoang 4 cay s6 16 dat nva
sé den "dinh Son Trung".

Dinh thudc xa Vinh An, huyén Chau Thanh, tinh An Giang.

Theo 10 ké ctia Ban Quan ly di tich thi trwéc ndm 2003, noi day co mot ngdi chua xay dung so
sai bang cay la (nén dwoc goi la Chua La) trén mot nén dat rat am thap, ngay dia diémdat ban
doanh Son Trung khi xwa. Sau d6, ngudi dan vi ton kinh, twédng nh& 6ng nén da tw nguyén
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quyén gop tién ctia, cdng strc tao dwng méi mot noi | bai rong 16n, khang trang va dep dé nhuw
ngay nay (hoan thanh nam 2007

VI - Twéng nh¢e
Nho si Cao Van Cao c6 tho twédng niém
V6 danh dich:
Non séng Hong Lac, gidc xam lang

Théng thdng, Tran cong cb sirc ngan.
Troi dét biét cho long sét sang,

Kiép doi ghi mai chi thi hn.

Dén thd t6 d4u dan trong nuérc,

Tho vinh néu tinh khach viét van.
Nhirng dira phan than qua dén clra,
Guc dau, run mat, cap may nhan.

Ngoai nhirng dinh va dé&n th& & nhiéu noi, tén 6ng con dwoc dat cho trwong hoc, dwdng phd
trong tinh An Giang.

Bui Thuy Dao Nguyén, bién soan.
Anh minh hoa do Bui Thuy BDao Nguyén chup

Chu thich:

(1) Theo Thac si Tran Van Bong: Can ctr vao qua trinh hoat dong, co6 thé phéng doan 6ng sinh
nam 1818 hoac 1819, vao cudi trieu Gia Long (Cudc khoi nghia Lang Linh - Bay Thua, bao
That Son so 45, 1999)

(2) Nguyen Thi Thanh (1825-1899), la nguoi vg hién hau, dam dang va cling la nguoi gop
nhiéu cong lao, nhat 14 v& mét hau can, trong cong cudc khéi nghia ctia chdng. Ong Thanh va
ba c6 3 ngwdi con: mét tén Tran Van Nhu (1947-1914), con goi la Cau hai nha Lang (nguoi
mién Nam goi con dau ldng tht hai), ngui 1ap ra Biru Hwong tw; ngwdi thr hai khong biét trai
hay gai, khong nghe ai néi dén; nguwoi thir ba la Tran Van Chai (1855-1873), nguoi da tham gia
cudc kh&i nghia ctia cha minh.

Hién phan mo ba Thanh & gan Blru Huong tw va Blru Huwong cac tirc trai rudng cia ba khi
xua.

(3) C6 thé noi Tran Van Thanh 1a ngwdi dau tién ddm nghi dén viéc canh tac & vuing triing phén
nay (theo Son Nam,Lich st An Giang, NXB Téng hop An Giang, 1988, tr.68-71)

(4) Bén nay, nhidu nguoi theo gido phai Biru Son ky hwong van tin rang 6ng Thanh khong thé
bi Phap giét chét. Do hai, khdng ai biét moé 6ng Thanh va cau Chai & dau. Trong khu md cla
dong ho Tran & gan chiia Biru Hwong tw, khéng cé mé clha hai nguoi. (theo Bui Thuy Dao
Nguyén, qua chuyén di tim hiéu mat khu Lang Linh - Bay Thwa vao ngay 30 va 31 thang 3 nam
2008).

4/2008
Nguén: http://www.vantuyen.net
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Hinh trén: Twong dai Tran Van Thanh tai Chau Pha, An Giang

Hinh dwéi: Ban dé mat khu Lang Linh - Bay Thwa
dworc treo tai dinh Soon Hwng Trung
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Hinh trén: Biru Hwong tw, tlrc chua Lang Linh
tai My Thanh Tay, Chau Phu, An Giang

Hinh dwéi: Cay bay thwa tai dinh Soon Hwng Trung
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Hinh dwéi: M6 phéng 16 rén khi xwa tai Son Hwng Trung
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