Saigon - Australia
Nhirng Nam Dau Caa Hang Khéng

Nguyén Dirc Hiép

Cach day dang 100 nam, Saigon vao ndm 1910 chirng kién mot sw kién lich sir: d6 la chuyén
bay d4u tién trong lich st hang khéng & Vién Déng.

Luc 10:30 sang, ngay 10 thang 12 1910, phi cdng ngwdi Bi, Van den Born, bay trén chiéc may
bay Farman IV Boxkite cat canh & trwérng dua Phu Tho trwdc sy hién dién ctia mot sd ngudi
Phap va Viét. Chuyén bay nay xdy ra chi 7 nam sau khi hai anh em Orville va Wilbur Wright 14n
dAu tién cat canh bay & Kittyhawk, North Carolina, M§.

Van den Born cét canh & truong dua Pha Tho, 10
thang 12 1910 (http://earlyaviators.com/eborn2.htm)

Van Den Born trén chiéc méy bay
Farman IV & Saigon

(http.://earlyaviators.com/eborn2.htm)




Charles Van den Born sinh ndm 1874 & Liege, Bi. Ong qua Phap trong thdi ky dau cia hang
khéng dau thé ky 20, luc Phap bat dau phat trién cao dd kj nghé hang khéng. Henri Farman,
mot trong nhirng nguwdi tién phong vé phi co, 1ap ra cong ty Farman san xuét may bay ndi tiéng
Farman va lap ra trwong day lai & Chalon. Van Den Born bay chiéc Farman nam 1909 va sau
dé tré thanh phi cong day lai may bay cho hang Farman. Khach hang cia cong ty Farman la
dan sy va quan su tlr nhidu nwéc dén hoc va mua may bay. Véi ddu éc mao hiém va 1a mot
trong nhirng ngudi tién phong trong 1anh vic hang khéng, Van Den Born cé y twéng di dén
Vién Dong, gioi thiéu va trinh di&n phi co cho quan chung, tap lai cho nhirng nguwdi thich bay va
kiém séng qua cac budi trinh di&n, thu lao day lai va c6 thé méi gidi ban may bay cho hang
Farman (4). Ong cung vo va phu ta co khi mang chiéc may bay Farman da dwoc thao roi lén
tau cung di Vién Dong. Ong dw dinh xin phép nha cAm quyén & Singapore, Thai Lan, Déng
Duwong thudc Phap, Hong Kéng, Quang Chau (Trung Quéc) dé dugc bay tai cac noi nay. Luc
dau 6ng cap bén & Singapore trudc dé thuc hién chuyén bay dau tién tai Déng A, nhwng théng
ddc Anh & Singapore khéng cho phép nén dng dén Saigon dé thwc hién chuyén bay lich st tir
trwdng dua Phu Tho.

Tin Van Den Born cét canh & Saigon da dwoc glvi dién tin dén Au chau, ngay ngay hém sau t&
b&o I&n & Phap, Le Figaro sé 345 ra ngay 11/12/1910 (trang 6) da dwa mau tin ngén nhw sau
(5):

“O Saigon, phi cdng Van Den Born, da bay trén may canh déi (biplan) chiéu qua gitraSaigon va
Cho Lén, nhitng chuyén bay dau tién & Déng Dwong va Vién Déng. Théng décNam ky va dai
st Phap & Bangkok da c6 mat chirng kién.”

Khong lau sau t& Journal Amusant s 605 ra ngay 28/1/1911, trang 14, da dang tin nhw sau (6):
"Cét canh bay dau tién & Saigon

Van Den Born, bang bay may bay & Saigon, da ghi tén cGa 6ng va trang dau cua lich st hang
khong trong cac thudc dia Phap.

DPdng nghiép clia chung t6i, t& Courrier Saigonnais da ding nhirng gidong khen tang néng nhiét
vé ngudi 14 may bay dau tién bay trén bau troi thudc dia Phap, éng Van Den Born.

Trong mét bai dai, ddng nghiép chung t6i da bd sung vai dong dién tin ngan da danh di vé
chuyén bay béi phi cong ngwoi Bi dwdi bau tréi dep & Déng Dwong va Vién Bong.

Theo thwdng I& cha dng, nha phi cdng da thanh cong tuyét dep, trong chuyén bay hoan hao,
gay ra nhirng tiéng hoan hé tlr nhirng ngwdi xem day ngac nhién va than phuc. Tat ca nhirng
nguwoi Viét va Hoa ban x& tu tap chung quanh phi trwdng theo déi, miéng ha héc, ngac nhién
cung cwc, bi thu hat b&i nhirng bay lwgn dep dé clia con chim co khi.

Va dbéng nghiép chung tdi tiép tuc:

".. Trwdc cac khan gid, nguoi ta thay may bay chui vé phia truwdc, roi khdi mét dat, bay 1én véi
sy dé dang thoan thoét nhw mot con chim khéng 16 that sw.Tiéng déng co bét 6n di vi khoang
cach dwoc thay thé bdi nhirng trang vé tay néng nhiét, lién tuc cac tiéng hoan hé kéo dai tir
dam doéng..."



Sau khi thwe hién cac chuyén bay, Van Den Born da dwoc chiic mirng b&i phé toan quyén, dai
str Phap & Siam (Thai Lan), thi trwdng Saigon, chu tich Hiép hdi Hang khéng (Ligue Aerienne)
chi hdi Péng Dwong, cha tich Uy ban t6 chirc 1& hoi, 6ng Louis Caseau. Dé chju hon 1a 6ng da
nhan duwoc sy nguéng mo duyén dang tir cac ba, cac co tat ca déu vui vé cudi than phuc cong
trinh cda 6ng.

Va dém dén, trong bau troi lic ndo ciling xanh & dd, cac cong nhan, dira bé, nha qué (nhacués)
c6 cai nhin do xét, mong mubn trong hy vong la sé& thdy ngudi chinh phuc khéng khi nay mot
lan niva bay lén khong trung. “

Ciing cuing ngay 10/12/1910, & gan Tokyo, Nhat, chiéu hém dé mét chiéc Forman IV canh doi
khac cét canh, diéu khién bai vién si quan quan lwc Nhat tén 1a Yoshito Tokugawa. Chuyén bay
nay la chuyén bay dau tién & Nhat nhwng dang tiéc Ia Tokugawa da tré hon Van Den Born vai
tiéng & Saigon.

O Saigon hon mét thang thi Van Den Born dwoc tin chinh phi Thai Lan chap thuan dw dinh
ctia 6ng tiép tuc bay & Bangkok. Thang 2 nam 1911, 6ng dén Thai Lan va da bay thanh cong
trwdc sw ching kién cha nha vua Thai Lan va hoang gia & trwong dua ngwa Sa Pathum
(Bangkok) trén chiéc may bay Farman ma 6ng da bay trwdc dé vao thang 12/1910 & Saigon.
Chiéc may bay Farman sau dé da dwoc trwng bay cho céng ching thwéng 1am tai trwéng dua
Sa Pathum.

Van Den Born va chiéc may bay ctia 6ng da tao mét 4n twong to Ién vao dan chung Thai &
Bangkok. Ong dwoc nha vua Thai 1a Rama VI thwéng chiéc cip bac va nhiéu tién thuéng.
Ngay 28 thang 2 1911, chinh pha Thai Lan da quyét dinh g&i 3 si quan qua Phap hoc lai va
thanh 1ap doi phi co. Sau 2 nam hoc & Phap, ho tré vé ngay 2/11/1913 véi 8 chiéc phi co dau
tién va thanh lap khéng lwc hoang gia Thai Lan. M6t ndm sau phi trwdng dau tién & Dong Nam
A dwoc thanh lap & lang Don Muang, canh Bangkok. Ngay nay Don Muang chinh Ia phi truwéng
qudc té Bangkok.

Thang sau Van Den Born ciing dwgc phép chinh phd Anh & Hong Kong cho 6ng dwoc bay tai
x& nay. Ngay 18 thang 3 1911, trwéc sy ching kién ctia nhiéu ngudi & bd bién Sha Tin, trong
do cé ca théng dbc Hong Kong Sir Frederick Lugard, dung 5:10 chiéu Van Den Born da cét
canh dau tién trong lich st hang khéng & Hong Kong trén chiéc phi co Farman ma trudc dé
éng da cét canh & Saigon. Ngay hém doé da cd mét xe Itra d&c biét ché ngwdi xem dén Sha Tin
dé ching kién sy kién nay.

Tai phi trwérng quéc t& Hong Kong ngay nay, chiéc phi co Farman lam lai y hét nhw chiéc may
bay ciia Van Den Born dwgc treo trén sanh dwong to Ién cla phi trwdng ma hang triéu khach
da va dang di qua dé nhd lai lich st hang khéng ban dau & thanh phd nay. Ciing chinh chiéc
phi co lam lai nay da bay khanh thanh phi trwu&ng méi cia Hong Kong ngay 18/11/1997 trwéc
sy hién dién cta 500 quan khach, trong d6 nhiéu ngudi mac lai y phuc cla thei 1911, 86 nam
trwde do.

Sau dé 6ng dén Quang Chau va bay thanh céng & do vao ngay 11/4/1911 trwéc sw chirng kién
cla lanh dao Quang Chau la twéng Fu Chi, va quan khach. Nhwng khi phi co dap xuébng, thi
mot nguwdi am sat ban chét twéng Fu Chi. Trong sw hén loan khi binh linh ban vao nhiéu
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thwérng dan, cac gi¢i chive Quang Chau kéu nai 6ng phai rat di ngay lap tirc. Ong khéng thé kip
thdo phi co mang xudng tau nén danh phai dét chiéc Farman va voi va I1én tau tré vé Hong
Kong va sau dé tré vé Phap (4).

Trong thé chién th& 1, 1914-1918 6ng da huén luyén nhiéu phi cong va vao ndm 1930 6ng tré
lai Saigon tiép tuc phd bién hang khéng & Bdong Dwong va tham gia thiét 1ap phi trwdng Tan
Son Nhét & Saigon. Ong bj Nhat bat, hanh ha va quan thac sau khi Nhat 1at d Phap & Dong
Dwong. Sau khi chién tranh thé chién thé hai chdm dut, éng tr& vé Phap va méat ngay
24/1/1958 (4).

Saigon cling chirng kién mét sw kién hang khéng khac. Hai mwoi nam sau khi Van Den Born
caitcanh & Saigon, vao nam 1930, Marie-Louise Hilsz la phy nir dau tién bay mét minh tir Phap
dén Saigon va trd lai Phap trén phi co Moth-Morane. Luc nay phi trwéng Tan Son Nhat da
dwoc thanh 1ap. Phi co tr Au chau va cac noi khac bat dau dén nhiéu hon, nén vai ndm sau phi
trwdng dwoc ndi rong va dau nam 1936 théng ddc Pages khai trwong phi dao méi duwoc trang
nhwa dai 700 m rong 40m, va sé cé dén huwéng dan doc phi dao cho phi co dap va cét canh lic
ban dém dé phuc vu cho hai hdng may bay Imperal Airways va Klinm (KLM) bay dwéng Saigon
— Singapore (7).

D3 100 ndm sau khi Van Den Born cat canh dau tién & Pong A tai trwéng dua Phi Tho. Ngay
nay tai day khong cé d4u tich gi ghi nhé vé s kién nay. O Hong Kong va Bangkok, hién nay
ong dwoc coi 1a biéu twong xay dwng khdi dau lich st hang khéng & hai nwéc nay, thanh tich
ctia 6ng dwoc ghi nhé va ho da dung sw kién lich st dau tién trén x&r ho d& quang ba va tiép thi
cho thanh phé ho véi thé gi¢i bén ngoai. Da dén luc ta cling nén lam nhw vay véi loi diém 14
Saigon da 1a noi dau tién cé chuyén bay & Déng A sau hai anh em Wright & Kittyhawk. it nhét
phi trwérng Tan Son Nhét cling nén ghi nhé ngudi thiét 1ap phi trwéng québc té nay trong dip ky
niém 100 nam chuyén bay dau tién trong lich st¢r hang khoéng, khéng nhitng & Dong Nam A ma
& kh&p Bong A.

Saigon con lién hé dén lich st hang khéng ban dau & Australia. Nam 1919, dé& khuyén khich
phat trién hang khong trén luc dia Australia va véi bén ngoai, chinh phi Australia treo gidi
thwéng 10,000 bang Anh cho phi cdng hay phi hanh doan dau tién nao bay t Anh dén
Australia (khodng 8400 d&m) trong vong 30 ngay. Nhirng phi cong Australia néi tiéng tham dw
vao cudc thi dua lién luc dia hang khéng dai nhat nay gébm coé Bert Hinkler, Charles Kingsford-
Smith, va hai anh em Ross va Keith Smith. Tuy khéng phai Ia cong dan Australia nhw diéu lé
cudc thi d& ban nhwng mot phi cong ngudi Phap tén 1a Etienne Poulet tuyén bd éng sé tham duw
va tién doan ty tin la 6ng sé la ngwdi dau tién bay t Au Chau dén Australia ma khéng can
duwoc thwéng hay khong. Vi vay trong dau éc va tri twéng clia dan ching & Australia va khap
noi trén thé gi¢i, Poulet cling dwoc coi nhw 1a ngudi tham duw. Poulet khdng cé s tai tro nao tw
chinh phi Phap hay hdng may bay san xuét chiéc phi co Caudron G4 ma Poulet tw bd tién ra
mua dé tham gia cudc thi xuyén luc dia (Au-A-Australia) dai nhat nay (1).

Etienne Poulet va phu ta co khi Jean Benoist r&i Paris ngay 14 thang 10 1919 va tuyén sé cé
mat & Melbourne (Australia) vao ngay 11" thang 11 1919. Ong tw tin dén ndi 6ng son hanh
trinh clia &ng trén may bay ctia minh. Khéng nhirng thé, dng géi dén ban té chirc yéu ciu sap
xép nhién liéu va phu tung & cac diém & Australalia vi 6ng dw dinh sé& bay dén Adelaide sau khi
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ghé Darwin. Mac dau khéng chinh thirc dw thi, chinh phGAustralia da thwc hién cac yéu cau
nay. Luc ban dau roi Phap déu tét dep, nhung tNaples, Valona (Y) va Karachi (Pakistan ngay
nay), may truc trdc va sau dé phu ta Benoist bj bénh. Sau nhiéu gian truan, Poulet dén
dwoc Rangoon, Mién Dién. Nhwng tir Rangoon phéi qua cac day nui cao dé dén Thai Lan va
thoi tiét xu, banh bi bé khi cat canh... 6ng phai di lai nhiéu 1an va khi canh quat bi gay va
piston bi n&t 6ng bé cudc & Moulmein ngay 8 thang 12 1919 trén dwong dén Don Muang,
Bangkok.

Nhwng cac ngudi tng hd éng & Phap da mua mot chiéc Caudron khac va géi dén An Do dé
Poulet tiép tuc hanh trinh dén Australia. Nnwng may bay Caudron khéng cé hiéu nang tbt trong
diéu kién thoi tiét nong & gan xich dao nén sy tién trién rat 1a han ché. Cudi cung chiéc
Caudron ciing dén dwoc Java. Chiéc nay co6 thé Ia chiéc phi co th nhi dén Australia néu
Poulet c6 gang thém, nhwng éng khong tiép tuc nira vi mét ly do nao dé that dang tiéc (2).

Nguwoi thdng giadi cia chinh phd Australia trong chuyén bay dai nhat thé gigi luc bay gid 1a
Captain Ross Smith trén chiéc phi co Vickers-Vimy bat dau tlr Anh ngay 12 thang 11 1919 va
da dén Australia trong 28 ngay sau dé. Toan quyén Australia d& géi dién tin dén Darwin chuc
murng phi hanh doan ctia Captain Ross Smith nhuw sau:

“Captain Ross Smith, Darwin — Hearty congratulations to you and your brother on your safe
arrival and great achievement. — Governor-General”.

(“G&i phi cong trwdng Ross Smith, Darwin — Néng nhiét chic mirng anh va em trai da dén an
toan va dat thang loi to I&n — Toan quyén Australia”).

Sw kién nay cé y nghia I&n ddi véi nwdc Australia, mot nwdc tré vira qua khdi thdm trang cla
thé chién thir nhat véi tdn that to I6n, danh du bwdc trwdng thanh vwon ra khdi sw ¢d 1ap va
hda minh lién hé véi thé gi¢i bén ngoai. Tha twéng Bill Hughes cho rang trong cudc thi nay
chinh ngwoi Uc 1a ngwdi dau tién pha vé sw cd 1ap dia ly cta luc dia Australia mang biéu twong
quan trong va cam xuc tw tin cho toan dan trong nwéc.

T Darwin, Ross Smith dén Charleville & Queensland. O day, nguwdi ban 6ng nha lam phim va
nhiép anh ndi tiéng, Frank Hurley, mang may quay phim di cing 6ng trén phi co dé ghi lai sw
kien lich sl trén dwong bay dénSydney. Khi may bay qua Bourke dén
Katoomba, Blue Mountain gan Sydney, chiéc may bay cta 6ng da dwoc dan chung thay. Dién
tin dwéc gé&i ngay vé Sydney GPO. Tai day ca thanh phd nao nic dén chd, hang chuc ngan
ngudi dd ra dwong di dén phi tredng Mascot. Chiéc Vickers-Vimy bay doc theo duwong tir
Penrith dén Sydney va dé cho moi ngu®i & Sydney khong that vong, Ross Smith da bay lwon
vai vong chung quanh vinh Sydney dé& dan chung cé thé thdy ré hon trwdce khi dap xubng phi
trwdng Mascot (3). “Con sbt hang khong lan khap Sydney. Déng dao moi nguwoi tia ra di vé
hwéng phi trwéng, dung cac chuyén xe dién (tram) dac biét va dworng xe mot chiéu cho sw kién
hi htru nay. Sau dé 1a |1& tan thanh phd, cac ban nhac, hang rao danh dy va twéng trinh tién
trién cla ngwoi hing — sau nay tat ca ciing dwoc 1ap lai & thanh phdé Melbourne va Adelaide”
(3). N&m sau, 1920, cudn phim cha Frank Hurley “Sir Ross Smith ‘s flight
from England to Australia” dwoc ra mat & toa thi sdnh thanh phd Sydney va dwoc trinh chiéu
khap noi & khdp nuéc.



Chiéc phi co Vickers-Vimy sau d6 dwoc tdng cho chinh phi Australia va tré thanh ky vat cla
khéng quan Australia trong mét thdi gian dai. Ngay nay chiéc phi co nay duoc trung bay & phi
trwong Adelaide, Nam Uc dé ghi nh& mét sy kién dang nhé trong lich st hang khéng Australia.

Tuy vay trong cudc thi dua nay, moét tham trang da xay ra khi phi co ciia Captain M. Douglas va
J. Ross bj rét va 2 ngudi déu tir nan khi cat canh & Anh.

Thét vong khong phai 1a ngwdi dau tién bay lién luc dia dén Australia, tv Java, Poulet sau d6
tiép tuc di dén Pong Dwong thudc Phap va ha canh & Saigon. Hinh anh duéi day la chiéc
Caudron cta Poulet & trirong dua Phu Tho Saigon nam 1920.

Phi co cua phi cong Poulet & trwdng dua Saigon - L'aviation au champ de course (arrivée de
l'aviateur francais Poulet) — (Ngudn http://www.postcardman.net/vietnam_saigon.html)

Khéng lau sau do, Poulet réi Dong Duwong di sang Trung Quéc lap mét ddi khéng quan cho mét
twéng Trung quéc cat cir & thanh phé Mukden, Man Chau va lam cho mét ngan hang Phap &
vung nay. Ong & Mukden trong cac ndm 1923 dén 1928 va sau d6 tré vé Phap.

Hang khoéng tiép tuc phat trién nhanh chéng dén chong mat va 5 nam sau chuyén bay cua
Poulet, nguwdi dau tién bay tlr Paris dén Saigon va Tokyo la nha phi céng Phap Georges
Pelletier-Doisy, 6ng néi tiéng 1a phi cong liéu linh gan da trong thé chién th(r 1. Ngay 24/4/1924,
ong bay 20146km tir Paris — Saigon — Tokyo trong 47 ngay (dén Tokyo ngay 9/6/1924). Ong
dén Saigon (dap xubng Bién Hoa) trén chiéc Breguet 19, 20 ngay sau khi khéi hanh & Paris.

Nguén: http://www.vanchuongviet.org



